
 

Antidegradation Review Procedures

Project Plan Submission

Will project discharge in 
Category I Watershed?

DWQ Issues letter 
of unacceptablilityIs project diffuse NPS?

Yes

No

Will project discharge 
in Category II 
Watershed?

No

DWQ Issues approval letter based 
on compliance with R317-5, 

R317-7, R317-501 & R317-515

Yes
DWQ Issues 
approval letter 

with no 
antidegradation 

of existing 
water quality

Yes

Will project discharge in other state 
waters, therefore additional 

conditions apply for approval

No

Antidegradation Level I Review Criteria
IF
1.  project discharge is at or below current limits; or
2.  project discharge is consistent with TMDL; or
3.  project discharge is temporary and POC is sediment related; or
4.  project discharge is to a water quality limited waterbody'; or
5.  project discharge will be temporary and limited; or
6.  project discharge is not to Class 3A or 3B waters; or
7.  project discharges to poor quality fisheries (DWR classification); or
8.  project disharges to a 303(d) listed water impacting POC; or
9.  project discharge to waterbody exceeding numeric/narrative criteria; or
10.  project discharge are expected to be minor (20% increase of permit or background; or
11.  project discharge is small component of stream flow 
THEN        

Antidegradation Level II Review NOT REQUIRED continue to develop and issue 
appropriate permits (UPDES, 401)

OTHERWISE
   Conduct Antidegradation Level II Review



 

Antidegradation Level II Review Procedures

DWQ provide notification to affected agencies and public on proposed project

DWQ may conduct public meetings on proposed project

Will all statutory 
and regulatory 

requirements be 
met?

Is project a 404 
related activity?

Determine if reasonable less degrading alternatives exist.

UPDES Alternatives                          Non-UPDES Alternatives
a. Innovative/alternate treatment            a. pollutant trading
b. more effective or higher treatment      b. water conservation
c. connect to other facilities                  c. recyling or reuse
d. process changes                             d. land application 
e. spatial discharge options                  e. total containment
f. pollutant trading                                f. other alternatives
g. water conservation
h. recycling or reuse
i. alternate discharge points
j. land aplication
k. total containment
l. improved operation/maintenance
m. other alternatives 

Determine compliance for 
404 permitted activites 

Yes

Project not 
approved

Yes

Does project 
comply with 

40CFR Part 230 
404(b)(1) 

guidelines?

DWQ 
issues 401 
certication 

as 
applicable

Project not 
approved

NoYes

DWQ evaluates cost effectiveness versus selected alternative(s)

Project cost no greater than 20% higher than discharging or 
for POTW where projected per connection fee are not greater than 1.4% of MAGHI 
(median adjusted gross household income).
AND consideration made where augmentation of base stream flow by discharge is 
beneficial.

A

No

No



 

Does the project have a 
economic/social 

importance for project?

Will water quality standards 
and beneficial uses be 

protected and not violated by 
discharge?

A

Project not 
approved

Project not 
approved

Evaluate environmental 
mitagation project if 

submitted which may in 
some cases allow the 
Executive Secretary to 
authorized activitities 

generally not 
authorized

No

Yes

Socioeconomic factors
maintain or increase 
employment or avoid a 
reduction
increase production
improve tax base
correction of 
envioronmental or 
health problem
other pertinent 
information

If an existing use is found higher than the current defined 
use, DWQ will protect the existing higher use and proceed 
to make changes to the existing water quality standards.

Special Procedures for Drinking Water
An antidegradation may be required by the Executive Secretary irrespective of 
socioeconomic factors based on ratio of the volumn of discarge to stream flow or where 
discharge pollutants have potentially adverse impact on a drinking water 
suppy.  Additional treatment or monitoring may be required in consultation with Utah 
Division of Water Quality

No

Yes

DWQ will proceed with the development of appropriate 
permit (UPDES)


